
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ,FFAIRS

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: SlOP Briefing for the NATO NPG ACTION MEMORANDUM

At the meeting of the NATO Nuclear Planninq Group (NPG) in Hamburg

you agreed to consider providing to NPG an updated briefing on SlOE
and on its coordinatio h SAC [URs ScheduLc We
iproceeding on the assumption that you intend to_provide th.

briefinq and tc; presnt it yourself.

I have asked the Joint Chiefs of Staff to prepare the briefing for
your use. One difficulty that may arise is compressing the material
available into a reasonable length of time. The original SlOP brief-
¡ng we provided to NATO in 1966 was a half-day presentation, and the
one in 1972 was about an hour. We are asking the JCS to provide an
up to 60 minutes brieJ..ag. This could be shorts latïÍfïï
des i re.

On the assumption that the next NPG Ministerial meeting will take
place during the week of li June, we are asking the Joint Chiefs of
Staff to forward their proposed briefing to us by 1 May for review
at the OSD level. We su9gest that you review the briefing on 26 May
at 1500.

This briefing will not replace the Strategic Balance briefing which
traditionally opens the NPG Ministerial meetings. If the discussion
at the next ministerial meeting is to focus on 'improvements to the
effectiveness of NATO's theater nuclear forces,'' the Strategic
Balance br i e f i n a ought tobe re atve1 .,,1O-15rninutes,

atingmateTiaipreviouslJ»r-esented If you agree, we will pre-
pare the Strategic Balance briefing accordingly. The briefing of
SlOP would occur later in the meeting.
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SUBJECT: SlOP Briefing for the NATO NPG ACTION MEMORANDUM 

At the meeting of the NATO Nucl ea r Planning Group (NPG) in Hamburg 
you agreed to con s ide r providing to 1~PG an upda t ed bri e~ on SI0J: 
and on its coordin a ti on' wit h SACEUR's Scheduled ·st~Pro9..!:~..!!2.:... We 
are proceeding on the ass umpt ion that yo u int end to provide !bs 
~flng and to presen t it yo urs elf. 

I have asked the Joint Chi e f s of Staff to prepare the briefing for 
your use. One difficulty tha t may arise is compres sing the material 
available into a reason ab l e l e ngth of time. The origin a l SlOP brief
ing we provided to NATO in 1966 was a ha lf-day presentation, and the 
one in 1972 was about an hour. We are asking th e JCS to provide an 
up to 60 minut es bri e fing,!. This couid be sh"orteiiecrTat"e'rTryou'-
des ire. 

On the assumption that the ne xt NPG Mini s t er ial mee ting will take 
place during the week of 14 June, we are as k ing th e Joint Chi e fs of 
Staff to forward their propos ed briefing to us by 1 May for review 
at the OSD level . We sugg~t that you review th ~"J2..riefin9 on 26 M"!.'i. 
at l5~ 

This briefing will not re place the Strategic Balance briefing which 
traditionally opens th e NPG Mini ste ri a l meetings. If the discussion 
at the next minist e ri a l meeting i s to focus on "improvements to the 
effectiveness of NATO's theater nucl ear forces," the Strategic 
Balan c:e bri e fin ~ ? ught !2...E_e r e lat.l ve l~..9.Jj: .... e.i~ , . lO- LL.m~es, 
upda t ing material pre v iou s l t presente d. If you agr ee , we will pre
pare -the Stra t egTcBala"nce briefing acco rdingly. Th e briefing of 
SlOP would occur late r in th e meeting. 
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